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INTRODUCTION

Qualifications and role

8217396

MY name is David Alexander Campbell Bamford. | reside in Wellington, and
have done so for most of my life. | hold a Bachelor of Science and Geography
from Victoria University of Wellington, and a Diploma of Parks and Recreation
Management from Lincoln College, now Lincoln University, in Christchurch. |
am a member of the New Zealand Tourism Industry Association, and a
member of a range of outdoor recreation and conservation clubs and
organisations. | have held senior executive positions with some of these
organisations. | am a founding partner and director of Tourism Resource

Consultants in Wellington, and have been in private practice since 1986.

FROM 1976 to 1982, | was employed by the former Department of Lands and
Survey as a national park ranger in various New Zealand national parks
including Tongariro National Park. From 1982 to 1986, | was in a senior
management position in the Head Office of the National Parks and Reserves
Service. My experience in the National Parks Service focused on recreation
resource management, recreation planning, recreation policy and

implementation.

MY consuitancy work at Tourism Resource Consultants provides recreation,
parks and tourism services, both in New Zealand and internationally. These
services range from providing expert advice in projects such as this one, to the
Mohaka Planning Tribunal in 1991; the Kawerau National Water Conservation
hearing in 1992; the Clifford Bay Resource Consent hearing in 2000; and the
recent West Wind application for resource consent on behalf of Meridian

Energy Limited to construct a wind farm near Makara, Wellington.

OVER the past 20 years, | have been involved in a wide range of recreation,
parks and tourism projects, including assignments for the Department of
Conservation; the Taupo District Council; community groups, and the private
sector. Many of these projects involved researching and assessing the
potential of recreation and tourism ideas and their likelihood of success.
Examples include mountain biking and walking trails, commercial mountain-
biking and adventure events, sports events, accommodation including lodges,

guiding for fishing, and regional and national tourism planning.



5. | have worked on National Park, conservation, recreation, tourism and related
business projects New Zealand wide, in the North Island, and in the Auckland,
Waikato and Taupo regions. Over the last decade, | have worked on a range
of tourism and recreation projects, including an assessment for a National
Wetland Centre in Rangiriri, a visitor demand study for the Maungatautari
Ecological Island Reserve, tourism projects at Lake Tarawera, Waikato River

planning assessments and the Lake Taupo Visitor Strategy 2006 to 2016.

6. I also confirm that | am familiar with the North island Grid Upgrade Project
(Upgrade Project) and the area that is affected by this project. | have been
involved with the Upgrade Project since March 2005. This work included field
visits to all of the tower locations, attendance at team workshops, submission
hearings and a review of submissions on the route options to Transpower
New Zealand Limited (Transpower) as part of the decision process for the
final route alignment (end of 2005), consultations with selected stakeholders,
institutions and organisations with regard to tourism and recreation, and the
preparation of a series of reports that discuss the tourism and recreation

issues of the Upgrade Project.

7. FOR the preparation of this evidence, | considered the following documents:

{(a) Transpower New Zealand Ltd, North Island Grid Upgrade Project —
Notices of Requirement documentation, including the Tourism
Resource Consultants 2007 (March) Assessment of Tourism and
Recreation Issues, prepared for Transpower NZ Ltd (Part X, section
16 of the Notices of Requirement documentation), Tourism Resource
Consultants 2006 (March), Assessment of Tourism and Recreation

Issues, prepared for Transpower NZ Lid;
(b) Tourism Resource Consultants 2005 (May), Assessment of Tourism
and Recreation Concerns — Working Paper 3, prepared for

Transpower NZ Ltd; and

(c) Submissions to Transpower NZ Limited (2005 to 2007) — relating to

tourism and recreation.
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8. THE relevant tourism statistics that were noted in documents referred to in my
earlier reports have been updated within my evidence. This has been done to

provide the most up to date information available.

9. I confirm that | have read the Code of Conduct for expert witnesses in the
Environment Court Consolidated Practice Note (2006). | have approached the
preparation of this evidence in the same manner that | would for the

Environment Court.

Scope of evidence

10. IN this brief of evidence | discuss actual and potential tourism and recreational

issues associated with the Upgrade Project. | do this by discussing:

(a) tourism in New Zealand and the Auckland and Waikato regions
generally;
(b) tourism and recreation impacts and issues along the proposed route

by line sections;

(c) potential mitigation measures; and

(d) relevant submissions regarding tourism and recreation.

EXTENT OF ASSESSMENT — METHOD AND APPROACH

Methodology

1. MY methodology to assess actual and potential tourism and recreational

issues associated with the Upgrade Project was as follows:

(a) a background literature review;

(b) field visits;

(c) attendance at planning meetings and hearings; and

(d) preparation of reports at key stages of the process.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

I expand on these matters below.

MY background review was undertaken during the Corridor phase of the

ACRE process (which is described in Mr Taylor and Mr Campbell's evidence),

and included:

(a) a review of relevant reports and maps prepared as part of the Area
process;

(b) a review of relevant reports and literature (including published articles

in journals) regarding tourism and recreation and transmission lines;

(c) a review of relevant planning documentation. This documentation
includes relevant district plans for areas such as Lake Karapiro and
Lake Arapuni;

(d) a review of relevant tourism and recreation reports.  This
documentation includes strategic and development plans, key

tourism data, and indicator reports;

(e) a review of topographical and tourist maps of the regions and where

the Upgrade Project would be located.

THIS review work has been repeated, as appropriate, at key later stages of the

project.

I carried out a number of field visits. A total of four comprehensive field visits
were undertaken at various stages of the Upgrade Project. These visits
involved on-site analysis of proposed routes; specific sections and tower sites,
visits to tourist attractions and sites, potential tourist attractions, and recreation
facilities; and interviews with selected stakeholders, institutions and

organisations.

1 also attended a number of planning meetings and hearings including.

(a) attendance at Transpower's route decision workshops;

(b) attendance at selected hearings on submissions on Transpower's

interim route decision;
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17.

18.

(c) discussions and meetings with other experts assisting Transpower, in
particular with the Planning Team Leader (Sylvia Allan) and

Landscape and Visual Expert (Gavin Lister).

| prepared three formal reports as part of the MWH environmental

investigations:

(a) Tourism Resource ‘Consultants 2007 (March), Assessment of

Tourism and Recreation Issues, prepared for Transpower NZ Ltd;

(b) Tourism Resource Consultants 2006 (March), Assessment of

Tourism and Recreation Issues, prepared for Transpower NZ Ltd;

(c) Tourism Resource Consultants 2005 (May), Assessment of Tourism
and Recreation Concerns — Working Paper 3, prepared for
Transpower NZ Ltd.

ALL three reports were prepared for Transpower NZ Ltd for external release.

OVERVIEW OF TOURISM AND RECREATION IN WIDER AREA

Location of the Upgrade Project

19.

20.

THE route for the proposed 400kV capable line (proposed line) runs between
Pakuranga and Otahuhu Substations in the North, and Whakamaru Substation

in the South. It crosses the Auckland and Waikato regions.

IN this section of my evidence, | will first discuss the role of international and
domestic tourism in the New Zealand economy. | will then discuss
international and domestic travellers to the Auckland and Waikato regions and
tourism and recreation activities in those regions. | will expand on the specific

activities in the vicinity of the Upgrade Project .
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Tourism in New Zealand'

21,

22,

23.

24.

TOURISM and recreation activities are widespread throughout New Zealand,
and both are an integral part of New Zealand culture. Moreover, tourism and
recreation often coincide and can be difficult to separate from each other. itis
generally perceived by tourism planners and experts that visitors and tourists
primarily undertake tourism activities, while local residents undertake
recreational activities. However, | consider that local residents' engagement in
tourism activities may be undérestimated. Similarly, tourists may take part in

local recreational activities while visiting friends and relatives.

IN my evidence, tourism and recreation are used interchangeably, and specific
local activities that may not be categorised within the tourism context are noted
as local recreation. Statistics and economic data generally refer to tourism

due to a lack of other sources available.

TOURISM plays a key role in the growth of New Zealand's economy through
foreign exchange earnings, investment, employment and regional economic
and community development. The tourism industry is significant and one of
the largest export earners in New Zealand. For the year ending March 2006,
the total tourism expenditure was $18.6 billion (or $12.8 billion direct and
indirect spend), contributing almost 9% to New Zealand's Gross Domestic
Product. The New Zealand tourism industry is made up of 10 major public-
listed companies, and between 13,500-18,000 small to medium sized
enterprises (SMEs). Tourism is estimated to support 108,600 direct and
74,500 indirect (183,100 total) full-time equivalent jobs, or nearly 10% of the

total workforce in 2006.

FOR the year ending August 2007, there were 2,472 million international
visitor arrivals, an increase of 91,750 or 3.9% on the previous year.
International visitor arrivals are forecast to increase to 3.2 million by 2013.
International visitors spent a total of 46.7 million nights in New Zealand in
2006. Total nights are expected to reach 47.9 million in 2007, increasing
further to 60.6 by 2013. The total international visitor spend was $6.4 billion in
2006, and is predicted to reach $6.6 billion in 2007 and $10.5 billion by 2013.

1

Source for key data: Ministry of Tourism 2007, Key Tourism Statistics, October 2007.
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25.

26.

27.

DOMESTIC visitors are estimated to outnumber international visitors by
approximately 10:1. New Zealanders undertook a total of 44.9 million trips by
the year ending March 2007. Although current figures for domestic tourism
show only a slight increase of 0.8% per annum, domestic trips are forecast to
increase to 55 million by 2013. Approximately one-third (33.4%) of the current
total trips are overnight trips and the remainder are day trips. However,
overnight spend accounts for nearly two-thirds (64.3%) of the total $7.6 billion
domestic expenditure. It is estimated that domestic visitors spend on average

$91 per day, $111 per night and $237 per overnight trip.

AN update of New Zealand's Tourism Strategy (NZTS), the NZTS 2015,% was
launched on 7" November 2007. The strategy takes a 'cautiously optimistic'
approach to the New Zealand tourism industry. It expects a slow down in
international arrivals, and some degree of growth in domestic tourism activity.
it supports further investment in New Zealand's key international markets, and
recommends stimulating more attention on domestic travel. The NZTS 2015

suggests four key outcomes:

(a) New Zealand delivers a world-class experience;

(b) New Zealand's tourism sector is prosperous and attracts ongoing
investment;

(c) The tourism sector takes a leading role in protecting and enhancing

the New Zealand environment;

(d) Communities and regions recognise and value the benefits of tourism

resource consultants.

| note that the key messages for each region in New Zealand are about
providing quality products and services, increasing profitability, minimising the
environmental footprint of the sector, and increasing the benefits of tourism to

focal communities.

2

Draft New Zealand Tourism Strategy 2015
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Tourism - Auckland region®

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

AUCKLAND is New Zealand's largest destination for international visitors, and
a maijor domestic destination for holiday, visiting friends and relatives (VFR)
and business travellers alike. This region is shown in Appendix 1 to my

evidence.

IN 2005, international and domestic travellers made a total of 13.87 million
visits to the Auckland region, spending a total of $3.65 billion. By 2012, total
visits to the Auckland area are forecast to increase by 1.67 million to 15.5
million, raising visitor expenditure by 1.69 billion to 5.35 billion. International
overnight visitors account for approximately 16%, while domestic overnight
visitors (20%), and domestic day visitors (62%) account for more than three-

quarters of all visitors to the Auckland region.

DOMESTIC visitors are the dominating tourism market for the Auckland
region, with over half (55%) originating from within the Auckland region,
followed by visitors from Waikato (18%), and Northland (7%). Most domestic
overnight visitors were VFR travellers (37%), followed by holiday travellers
(33%), and business traveliers (19%).

AUCKLAND, with its international airport, is the primary gateway for
international visitors travelling around New Zealand. The majority of tourist
traffic moves south on State highway 1 (Thermal Explorer Scenic Route)
towards key destinations, such as the Waitomo Caves and Rotorua. There is
less tourism flow on the Pacific Coast Highway around the Hunua Ranges and
on State highway 2 towards Thames. Visitor numbers to the Coromandel
indicate that this area is only a secondary international visitor destination. For
domestic visitors, Coromandel is a popular destination, particularly for
Aucklanders. However, both routes may become increasingly popular
because of traffic congestion on State highway 1 and through tourist
behaviour, especially independent travellers seeking more 'off the beaten

track' destinations.

THE Hunua Ranges Regional Park attracts mainly domestic visitors (only

about 7% are from overseas®), generally from the Auckland area (50 km or 60

3

Source for key data: Ministry of Tourism 2006, New Zealand Regional Tourism Forecasts 2006 ~ 2012 -
Auckiand Regional Tourism Organisation, September 2006.
Based on 2000 intercept survey (sample size 100), information provided by the Auckland Regional Council.
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minutes drive) for recreational activities on the weekends. The Hunua Falls
car park (West entrance) received about 100,000 visitors and Waharau (East
entrance) about 40,000 visitors in the 2006 season.’ While there is no current
research available on the Hunua Ranges Regional Park, research on Regional
Parks within the Auckland Region indicates that walking/jogging,
picnicking/barbequing, relaxing, socialising and sightseeing are the main
activities.® 1 also note that mountain biking is a popular activity in the Hunua

Ranges Regional Park.

Tourism - Waikato region’

33.

34.

35.

36.

WAIKATO has a large population base that attracts an increasing number of
international tourists and has a high rate of VFR visitation. The Waikato

region is also shown on Appendix 1 to my evidence.

THE Waikato region received a total of 8.13 million international and domestic
visitors in 2005, which is forecast to increase by 0.76 million (9.4%) by 2012.
Visitor expenditure was estimated as $719 million for 2005, and forecast to
grow by 29% by 2012. The majority of visitors to the Waikato region are
domestic day visitors (74%), followed by domestic overnight visitors (17%),

international overnight visitors (4.5%) and international day visitors (4.5%).

DOMESTIC tourism is predominant in the Waikato region. Inter-regional travel
is significant and accounted for 35% of all domestic tourism. Other important
domestic markets include Auckland (40%), and the Bay of Plenty (16%). In
2005, the main purpose for domestic overnight visits was VFR (47%), followed
by holiday (32%), and business (9%).

TOURISM within the Waikato region is an important activity and is spread
throughout the region, suggesting high inter-regional flows. While there is a
strong flow of visitors travelling along State highway 1 from Auckland towards
Rotorua, within the Waikato Region, the Waitomo Caves attract over half a
million visitors a year and are the key international draw card to the region.
Holiday destinations, such as Lake Karapiro, are important venues for sport,

recreation and cultural events, especially for domestic visitors.

Based on 2006 vehicle counts, information provided by the Auckland Regional Council.

Based on 2005 telephone survey (sample size 1000), information provided by the Auckland Regional Council.
Source for key data: Ministry of Tourism 2006, New Zealand Regional Tourism Forecasts 2006 - 2012 —~
Waikato RTO, September 2006.
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37.

38.

39.

THE tourism industry in the Waikato region is characterised by a large number
of small operators who support three or four major attractions and events. |
note that the Waikato is the only region in New Zealand that is currently

without a regional tourism organisation.

THROUGHOUT the Waikato region, there are a wide range of recreation
facilities, protected areas and activities. In general, walking, rowing, mountain
biking, caving, sightseeing, recreational flying, horse riding/equestrian events
and fishing are the most popular recreational activities. Recreational activities
tend to be spread throughout the region, with water-based activities clustered
along the Waikato River and Lake Karapiro. The Waikato region also has a

strong following of hot-air balloonists.

EVENTS, such as the Mystery Creek Field Days near Hamilton, and the Hot-
Air Bailooning Festival 'Balloons Over Waikato' and others (such as rowing
and Waka events at Lake Karapiro) are important in the Waikato Region
context and routes or locations are well-established. Over the last four years,
following the Lord of the Rings movies, Hobbiton (near Matamata) has also
become an important niche market tourism attraction with over 60,000 visitors
annually® to the Hobbiton Village film set. These events and attractions were
addressed in the assessment process, and during the development of the final
route alignment. Based on informal discussion with local tourism stakeholders
(including John Rasmussen, former CEO of Tourism Waikato) and personal
experience, it is my opinion that none of the specific events would be directly

affected by the Upgrade Project.

Activities relevant to the Auckland and Waikato regions

40.

AS a general overview, within the South Auckland area, the Clevedon Valley,
the Hunua Regional Park and Ardmore Airport, are all significant recreation
and tourism areas. In the Waikato region are found the Waitomo Caves,
Otorohanga Kiwi House, Maungatautari Ecological Island Reserve, the
Waikato River, Lake Karapiro, and Hobbiton which are also important tourism
and recreation areas that have been taken into consideration and inspected
during field visits. In addition to these areas, there are a wide range of other
recreational facilities and walkways. Main tourism highways and scenic routes

have also been taken into consideration, as well as partly completed projects,

8

Russell Alexander, Hobbiton, 1% December 2004.
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41.

42,

43.

44,

such as the proposed NZ Te Araroa Walkway and the embryonic Waikato
River Walkway. The Te Araroa walkway stretches from Cape Reinga to Bluff
and is over 2,600 km long crossing a wide range of urban and rural

landscapes including many towns and cities.

RECREATION is important to New Zealanders in a wide variety of settings
ranging from urban areas to the wilderness. Recreational opportunities to
walk, cycle, run, horse-ride and fish occur throughout the South
Auckland/Waikato region both on public and private land. There is a good
range of public facilities. The extensive network of walkways is one example.
Some activities, such as rowing or fishing, are by their nature limited to the
resources available, and the Waikato, particularly the Waikato River, provides
a wide range of opportunities. Recreationists in the Auckland and Waikato
regions generally come from the more densely populated centres including

Auckland, Manukau, Hamilton, Tokoroa, Cambridge, Rotorua and Taupo.

AERIAL tourism activities have been considered in my tourism and recreation
assessment, particularly focussed around Ardmore Airport and hot-air
ballooning out of Hamilton. Some air activities, such as hot-air ballooning,
have unique issues such as established take off points, but varied landing

areas.

DURING the public submission process in 2005, Tourism Waikato highlighted
three key tourism areas in relationship to the Upgrade Project. The areas of
importance were: in relation to the West Route, Maungatautari Ecological
Island Reserve and the Waikato River Walkway and, on the Eastern Route,
the Hobbiton tourism site near Matamata. These views were taken into

consideration in choosing the final route, and in designing the final alignment.

IN assessing the alignment route options, an understanding of the broader
picture of recreation activiies and tourism trends was an important
consideration. From a tourism and recreation perspective, as the options were
narrowed down to two route alternatives, the significant iconic features, which |
identified, which should be avoided if possible, included those noted earlier:
Waitomo Caves, the Otorohanga Kiwi House, Maungatautari Ecological Island
Reserve, the Lake Karapiro recreational activity areas and Hobbiton. It was
also desirable that the proposed alignment should avoid paralleling tourism
highways, scenic roads and the Waikato River where they could be particularly

visible to travellers, including tourists. In my opinion, the final route has
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succeeded in adequately avoiding the major regional tourism and recreation

features and activities areas, and the main centres of population.

Approach and key outcomes for tourism and recreational features and activities

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

AS explained in other evidence, Transpower's ACRE process model is the
framework that was used for investigating, analysing and consulting during the
ACRE Stages of the Upgrade Project. My assessment of tourism and
recreation issues contributed to this, and involved several steps starting with

the Route stage.

PRIOR to this Route stage, tourism and recreation information had been
collected and mapped for the Area and Corridor stages by planners under
Ms Allan’s supervision. | reviewed all of this earlier information, at the time my

involvement in the Upgrade Project commenced.

IN May 2005, | undertook information-collection, reporting and advice at the
Route stage. This information contributed to the material available for the first
stage of public consultation and, later, the Interim Route Decision, in May

2005. A route was confirmed in the Final Route Decision Report of July 2005.

THE key outcome for tourism and recreation features and activities was that
the proposed route options should avoid as many tourism and recreation
areas as practically possible. For the proposed western line options, |
suggested that it would be desirable to carefully manage the corridor in
respect to the Maungatautari Ecological Reserve, and the Waikato River Walk.
For the eastern option, | considered Hobbiton to be a sensitive area. The
effects on the Hunua Regional Park were also different between the two route
options, with the western route being more removed, physically and visually,
from the park. While the eastern route was closer to the park, it followed the
current ARI-PAK line.

| also undertook a tourism and recreation assessment as part of the
assessment of effects on the environment for the Notices of Requirement
(NORs) for the Upgrade Project. This was based on the final alignment for the
Upgrade Project, which was described in the Easement Report, January 2006,
and concluded with a report dated March 2006.
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50.

51.

52.

53.

MY assessment findings for that report were, in respect of tourism and
recreation features and activities, that the proposed line avoids key iconic
tourism and recreation features and activities south of Manukau and north of
Taupo. As noted earlier, the key recreation and tourism features included
Hunua Regional Park, Waitomo Caves, Otorohanga Kiwi House,
Maungatautari Ecological Island Reserve, Hobbiton, and high use areas at the
Waikato River and Lake Karapiro. These features and activities have all been
avoided.

THE proposed line will cross State highways five times. The crossings are set
at right angles and minimise visual impacts from the road on the tourist routes.
Mr Lister discusses visual impact issues relating to roads in more detail in his
evidence.

I identified that a number of recreation and tourism attractions and features
would be traversed by the proposed line, or are within %2 km of the proposed
line. These include: the Pacific Coast Highway near Clevedon; Whitford Park
Golf Club; Auckland Polo Club grounds; Twilight Vineyards; the Todd's
equestrian facility; High Ridge Farm Bed and Breakfast; Hotel du Vin near
Hunua; Mangatangi Golf Club; the equestrian activity centre near Taniwha,
some rural roads near Hamilton and Morrinsville that are used by cyclists,
runners and recreational drivers; a small private duck-shooting pond, south of
Morrinsville; the Lake Karapiro area in the vicinity of the Moana Road Reserve,
the Waikato River slightly north of Arapuni (where tourism operations
comprising boats for scenic tours were established during the course of the
study, and | understand a small group of chalets is proposed), and possibly
some hunting areas within the Carter Holt Harvey forest at the southern end of

the route.

| ascertained that there were no locations where tourism and recreation
activities would be prevented due to the Upgrade Project, with the temporary
exception of some specific sites during construction periods, as described later
in my evidence. For these specific situations, it is my opinion that close
coordination between any affected recreation and tourism interest groups and
the Transpower construction team would minimise any effects of the
construction stage. | do not consider that any significant mitigation measures

for the long term are necessary.
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54. FOLLOWING the modification of the project to take account of the connection
to Pakuranga Substation, | reviewed and updated my assessment of effects
on tourism and recreation for the Upgrade Project. This is the report dated
April 2007 and included in the NOR documentation.

55. THIS work also confirmed the key outcomes for tourism and recreation
features and activities that | had identified earlier. No significant additional

tourism and recreation impacts were identified

RANGE OF POTENTIAL DIRECT IMPACTS ON TOURISM AND RECREATION -

PROPOSED LINE

56. IMPACTS of the proposed line may occur during the construction phase and
the operational phase. It is likely that the construction phase will have the

greater (although temporary) impact for tourism and recreation.
Potential construction impacts
57. DURING construction of the Upgrade Project, the tower sites would be

effectively rural construction sites. The work would be localised and short

term. Potential physical effects could include:

(a) higher than normal public road usage by heavy vehicles;
(b) operation of heavy machinery;
(c) industrial activity;
(d) dust and associated noise in the vicinity of the towers; and
(e) access routes to recreational areas, such as tourism, events and
hunting sites, being temporarily blocked or interrupted.
58. I consider that there will be a need for local consultation and liaison to

minimise effects on recreation and tourism during construction. It is my
understanding that the construction management plan, and site works plans

will provide for such liaison. Mr Patrick discusses these plans in his evidence.
Potential operational impacts
59, POTENTIAL significant direct impacts for operation of the proposed line

concerning recreation and tourism are based on visual values. By "visual

value" | mean how much value the viewer places on the landscape. These
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60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

values are addressed in separate evidence by Mr Gavin Lister and Mr Michael

Steven, who discuss visual impacts of the Upgrade Project.

THE visual values of landscapes to visitors and local recreationalists are
based on both personal perceptions and preferences. In this regard | note that
internationally, towers and overhead lines (among other infrastructural
product) are common and do not appear to detract from tourist or recreational

experience.

| consider that the proposed towers and the proposed line are unlikely to
inhibit, or limit any recreation and tourism due to visual values. Visitors to the
regions will most likely see or be aware of the proposed line and its towers at
State highway and scenic route crossings. As discussed earlier, the proposed
line crosses the State highways five times. However, the proposed line is set
at right angles to the state highways to minimise visual impacts and will cause,

on a comparative international scale, minimal visual interference/intrusion.

OVERALL, as noted earlier, the alignment avoids crossing the important
tourism and recreation features and activities south of Manukau and north of

Taupo.

AS discussed earlier, aerial activities, including ballooning, occur throughout
the region. The proposed line and towers would only affect a small part of the
ballooning area of the Waikato, which is mostly focused around Hamilton.
While the proposed line and towers would be obvious in the landscape and
therefore avoidable, greater care may need to be exercised by the operators of
the relevant aircraft. In my opinion, an awareness programme for pilots of

where the new line is situated may be desirable.

I note that Mr Sullivan and Mr Nichol discuss aviation issues in their evidence.

Possible impacts from the Upgrade Project

65.

66.

IN this section | address specific direct impacts from the Upgrade Project using
a Route Section analysis. At Appendix 2 | also set out a table summarising
potential impacts on tourism and recreation activities that may currently occur

in the Auckland and Waikato regions in the vicinity of the Upgrade Project.

I now consider the proposed line on a section by section basis.
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Route Section 1 — Whitford Valley (towers 6 to 11)

67.

68.

THIS section takes the proposed line from the Brownhill Substation site to the
point where the alignment crosses Brookby Road, and then follows a gentle
valley. While the line is largely on private land, it commences near to the rural

'no exit' Brownhill Road and crosses Brookby Road.

THE general ares, particularl)( the Pacific Coast Highway on the Gladstone
Whitford Road, is popular with éyclists, runners, recreational drivers, and some
walkers. The line is distant from Whitford Road, and the removal of the
ARI-PAK A line which parallels this road would be somewhat visually
beneficial. Brownhill Road has low-key local use for jogging, equestrians and
cyclists, and may have future users of the "Te Araroa" national walkway. The
overhead line starts south of this potential walkway, and would have no affect
on it. Equestrian activities occur in the area at the Hanuni Farm. My
understanding is that the stud farm is mainly used as a fraining ground for
recreational horse riding and breeding rather than being a tourism attraction.

There are no direct impacts on tourism and recreation.

Route Section 2 — Brookby Area (towers 12 to 21)

69.

70.

THIS section takes the proposed line from just south of Brookby Road, across
Twilight Road, to south of Brookby ridge. The area is generally one of
established life-style and small rural properties, rising to Brookby Ridge. This
section follows a valley and traverses the flat valley area west of Clevedon to a
slight change in direction just north of West Road. Ardmore Airport is over

5km to the south-west of this section.

THE Whitford Park Golf Club is to the north of towers 11-12 and would not be
directly affected. While there is no decision by the Te Araroa Walkway
planners and local authorities on where the "Te Araroa" national walkway goes
south of Auckland, it is possible that the southern route could be close to this
part of the proposed line. Consultations and liaison by Te Araroa with the
walkway planners may avoid any direct impacts from the proposed line. in any
case, the walkway will have just passed through urban Auckland, and any

visual effects will be in the context of a peri-urban area.
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7.

72.

73.

THERE is a horse-training track to the south of tower 18, but it is not under the
alignment of the proposed line. The Crabfarm bed and breakfast (in the
vicinity of towers 17 and 18) is also away from the route alignment and should

not be affected by the proposed line.

THE Twilight Vineyards, which has tasting and restaurant facilities for visitors,
is currently situated 375 metres from the ARI-PAK A and the other lines at
Tower 19. The Twilight Vineyards successfully operate with the
ARI-PAK A line in existence. | understand that the owners of Twilight
Vineyard intend to redevelop the restaurant faciliies. The proposed line
upgrade will be closer to the vineyard than the ARI-PAK A line (it will be 130
metres from the vineyard) and will be much bigger. This suggests there is
likely to be visual impacts on the vineyard, particularly if the proposed

restaurant redevelopment is carried out as planned.

EQUESTRIAN activities are the predominant recreational activity in this
section. The Auckland Polo Club's Ryburn Park operates over the summer.
The Polo Club currently has an ARI-PAK A tower on the training ground. The
proposed line moves about 100 metres to the east at this point (Tower 20) and
crosses the polo ground car parking area. The polo ground has operated
effectively with the ARI-PAK A line and would be expected to operate

effectively with the proposed line.

Route Section 3 — Ardmore Basin (towers 21 to 33)

74.

75.

THIS section comprises the area from West Road to Highridge Road, following
the ridgeline separating the Ardmore Basin from the Hunua Valley. There is
an angle change where the land begins to climb beyond Monument Road.
Much of this section closely follows the ARI-PAK A alignment and is across

farms with some low-lying forests in the southern section near High Road.

LITTLE recreation or tourism activity is present other than the use of the
subsidiary tourism road, Tourist Road. Some passive recreation, including
cycling, running and horse riding, occurs in the area. The Clevedon farmers
market and showgrounds are less than a kilometre away from Towers 22-23A.
Near Tower 33 a small equestrian training paddock is on the proposed
alignment (Todd Equestrian Paddock). To the east of the proposed line, less
than a kilometre from the line (Tower 33) is a small tourist accommodation

operation (bed and breakfast), High Ridge Farm. In my opinion, there are no
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76.

impacts on these two operations (Todd Equestrian Paddock and High Ridge
Farm) that would not already occur with the ARI-PAK A Line.

ARDMORE Airport has private (recreational) users and a training school. Itis
understood that the proposed line will not affect the operation of Ardmore
Airport. In my opinion, there would be no adverse effects on any recreational
component of use. There are existing lines that recreational flyers are aware of
and they have considered this as aviation issues in the past. The evidence of
Mr Sullivan address potential the safety issues of the proposed line on aircraft

operations.

Route Section 4 — Hunua Basin (towers 33A to 45)

77.

78.

79.

THIS section takes the proposed line from Highridge Road down into the
Hunua Valley. The proposed line then veers away from the existing
ARI-PAK A line to follow the western side of the valley. The proposed line
then crosses a ridge between two parts of the Hunua Valley. Finally, it moves
to the west, where it begins to parallel the OTA-WKM A and B lines in Route

Section 5.

A private equestrian (dressage) paddock is located at the start of this section,
near Tower 33. This section also includes the major entrance to the Hunua
Regional Park, via Falls Road, with the proposed line crossing the access
road. The Park (approximately 100,000 visitors per annum to the Hunua car
park) is a popular Auckland recreational area. Near the Hunua Falls is a well-
used YHA Outdoor Recreation Centre. This Park entrance is about 800
metres (directly) from the proposed line (and the current ARI-PAK A line). The
existence of the proposed new line in this location is therefore highly unlikely

to deter people from using the Park or this entrance

IN my view, the proposed line will not have any direct impacts on the current

recreation or tourism use of this area.

Route Section 5 — South of Hunua Township to South of Lyons Road (towers 46

to 71)

80.

THIS section takes the proposed line from south of Hunua Road to where it
continues to parallel the OTA-WKM A and B lines. It follows a straight line to

an area south of Paparimu Road, where the line deviates from the OTA-WKM
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